" HEARINGS SUB-COMMITTEE
DECISION NOTICE

Complaint about Maghull Town Councillor Dav:d Jones
Lodged by Mr. Brendan Grant

On 7 March 2014, the Hearings Sub-Committee considered a report of an
investigation into the alleged conduct of Councillor David Jones, a Member of
Maghull Town Council. A general summary of the complaint is set out below.

Complaint summary
The complainant alleged that:-

(1) Counciflor Jones used his position as a Councillor to "try to drive TMS F.C.

- out of business as then Maghull F.C. would benefit". This relates to the
proposal to charge TMS F.C. £2,000 per annum for the hlre of

Whinneybrook Playing Field.

(2) Councillor Jones (as a Committee Member for Senior Teams of Maghull
F.C.) should have declared an interest when taking part in Committee
meetings at which the fees for playing fields were being discussed.

(3) Councillor Jones should not have disclosed confidential Council information
to a third party in a public house.

Consultation with independent person
The Independent Person'’s views can be summarised as follows:-

1. This confusing state of affairs would appear to have arisen because

Maghull Town Council, or at [east its Finance Sub-Committee, took a

decision based on inaccurate information, i.e.

(a) the fact that TMS Soccer School (the commercial business} is a

separate entity from TMS Boys FC. and

(b) nobody thought it necessary to obtain an accurate flgure for attendance

at the club, but instead relied on one man's guess. From my reading of the facts,
none of this can be laid at the door of Councillor Jones personally (other than his
membership of the Council who took the decision). Indeed, the documentation would
indicate that Councillor Jones took an active part in reducing the orlgmal £2,000
decision once the true attendance figures were known. In my view it is down to some
disturbing unprofessionalism by the Council and its officers in not makmg sure of
their facts before proceeding to their first decision.

2. | could not see any conflict of interest for Councillor Jones inasmuch as the
decision concerning pitch fees did not involve Maghull F.C.

3. We now come to the conduct of Councillor Jones in the Meadows publlc house on
18 August 2013. That the conversation took place is not in dispute. That Mr.

Grant and Mr. McPhillips interpreted it as pre-empting the decision,
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or Councillor Jones's explanation that he was expressing an opinion as to what
the decision may be, is irrelevant. Should he have been discussing it at
all? If this is considered to be a breach of Council confidentiality, | would
suggest that it does not rank among the most heinous of its kind. It would
appear that it was done with the kindest of motives - to ease Mr.
Grant's concems. It is not clear from Mr. Grant's documentation whether he is
alleging that Councillor Jones had a hand in the "missing minutes" episode (the
-meeting of 27 September). In any case, it disturbs me that the investigation did not
appear to pursue this matter. According to the notes of interview with a Town Council
officer, the matter was not raised with her. Were minutes taken or not? If not, why
not?
[Subsequent to these comments having been received from the Independent
Person, enquiries were made of Maghull Town Council and it was stated that the
meeting in question was an informal one which would not usually be minuted by
officers.]

Findings

After considering the submissions of the parties to the hearing and the views of the
Independent Person, the Sub-Committee reached the following decisions:-

(1)The Sub-Committee registered its surprise that notwithstanding the fact that he
was a recently-elected Member of the Town Council, Councillor Jones appeared not
to realise that in seeking to influence the Town Council’s consideration of the setting
of pitch fees for one local football organisation whilst holding a senior managerial
position with another local football organisation, he risked exposing himself to
possible allegations of partiality. However, the Sub-Committee found no evidence
that Councillor Jones used his position as a Councillor to "try fo drive TMS F.C. out
of business as then Maghull F.C. would benefit". Therefore, there was no breach of
the Code of Conduct in relation to this aspect of the complaint.

(2) The Sub-Committee did not consider that Councillor Jones (as a Committee
Member for Senior Teams of Maghull F.C.) should have declared an interest when
taking part in Committee meetings at which the fees for playing fields were being
discussed, because those fees did not involve Maghull F.C. Therefore, there was no
breach of the Code of Conduct in relation to this aspect of the complaint.

(3) The Sub-Committee found no evidence that Councillor Jones disclosed
confidential Council information to a third party in a public house. The Sub-
Committee was satisfied that Councillor Jones was attempting to obtain confirmation
about the level of usage of the playing fields in question in order to inform a
subsequent decision about a proposed fees increase. Therefore, there was no
breach of the Code of Conduct in relation to this aspect of the complaint.

The Sub-Committee also made the following recommendation:

The Monitoring Officer was recommended to bring the following matters to the
attention of the Town Clerk of Maghull Town Council:-



(1) The Sub-Committee expressed its deep disappointment that Maghull Town
Council had apparently failed to arrange or execute any suitable form of induction
training for newly-elected Members, despite the care which had been taken by
Sefton MBC to ensure that all Parish Councils were aware of Sefton’ s version of the
Code of Conduct.

(2)The Sub-Committee was also deeply troubled that it seemed clear that no notes
or minutes were kept of a meeting on 27 September 2013 which was attended by
one of the Town Council's officers, particularly as it seemed that they may have
reinforced the case presented by the complainant, Mr. Grant.

(3)Finally, the Sub-Committee expressed its surprise that another newly elected
Town Councillor had beén promptly given significant responsibility as a Committee
Chair and that he was not challenged over his important but incorrect assessment of
the numbers attending Mr. Grant's football training sessions.

Appeal
There is no right of appeal against the Sub-Committee’s decisions.

Notification of decision
This decision notice is sent to:
* Councillor David Jones
* Mr. Brendan Grant
= Sefton Council’s Monitoring Officer
* Miss AngeEa Mclintyre, Town Clerk to the Maghull Town Council .
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Signed: ﬂ v Date: 20 March 2014
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Print name: COUNCILLOR PETER PAPWORTH

Chair of the Hearings Sub-Committee
Sefton M.B.C . :
“Town Hall
Trinity Road
Bootle
L20 7AE
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